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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR

WHERE IS YOUR TREASURE STORED:
IN HEAVEN?

ABut store up for yourselves
and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and
st e éMatthéw 6:20 NIV)

Earthly riches are perishable.
When you invest in the world,
no matter the abundance of
your wealth, you cannot take
that investment with you.
However, investments in the
things of the Kingdom of God, things we send on ahead
will last.

Store Up Treasures InHeaven. i But store up for

O

v selves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not
destroy, and where thieves do no
20). So often, we spend our whole lives pursuing things
that will be of no value for eternity. The things that are of
the most value to us here, the material things, will be of

the least value there. The world would tell us that the first characteristic of a successful person is

financial prosperity or material possessions, but the Bible says that the first characteristic of a

successful person is that they value and invest in those things that will last for eternity.

People think that success comes only by hard work, intelligence, and wise investing. How-

ever, ANot hing that is God's is obtainable by mone

ment, your investment in heaven will not be subject to theft, decay, or destruction. The investment

in heaven will pay eternal dividends, not only that, you can take your investment with you!

How Do We Invest In Heaven? We invest into heaven by first giving our lives to Jesus and
the cause of Christ. Everything that we do reflects the investment we make. The manner in which
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we live our lives is
sort of like us send-
ing up materials to
heaven for our
home to be built.
The law of the har-
vest (2 Corinthians
9:6; Luke 6:38) applies not only to earthly in-
vestments but to heavenly ones as well. To be
focused on treasures in heaven is to pursue
those goals and activities that have eternal
significance and that have a relationship to
God as the ultimate concern.

Being able to invest your life into the king-
dom of God requires that you trust God
enough to let go and let God. Proverbs 3:9-10
AHonor the Lord from
the first of all your produce; so your barns will
be filled with plenty, and your vats will over-
fl ow wit h Doywwrustin Gaal. 0
enough to do this? Martin Luther astutely ob-
served, "There are three conversions neces-
sary: the conversion of the heart, mind and
the purse. o Of these
we moderns find the conversion of the purse
the most difficult.

The Second Test Of
Treasure. In Matthew 6:19-24, Jesus gives us
four tests to help us determine the accurate
answer to this quest:i
treasure?0 His first |
(Matthew 6:19-20). The Durability Test asks
the question, "How | o
treasure is on earth, it will not pass the dura-
bility test. That is why Jesus advises us to
store up our treasure in heaven instead of on
earth. Heaven is a much safer place to stock-
pile your wealth because in heaven there are
no moths, no rust,
no thieves, no bear
markets, and no
earthquakes. Once
you get your money
transferred to
heaven, it is safe
and secure for all
eternity. It is perma-
nent. It will last for-

<

ever.
In verse 21, Jesus gives us a second test

to see whether our treasure is on earth or in

heaven. |l tds t he

' Beavlil, theh yolirthear iilfok moPe exc

He & o

where your treasure is, there your heart will be
a | s(ws.@1). Please note that Jesus does not
say that where you heatrt is, there you will place
your treasure. Many people read it that way, but
that s backwards.
tion of our treasure indicates where our heart
already is. A lot of people think Jesus is say-
ing that if your heart is right with God, if you are
head-over-heels in love with God, if you feel
overwhelmingly grateful for all that God has
done for you, if you are a super-spiritual saint,
then you will give your treasure to God, then
you will tithe, then you will see your way clear to
take $5,000 out of your
retirement account and generously give it to the
building fund.
o uTrh awtebasl tnho,t

your treasure, there your heart will follow. Jesus
says that your heart will follow your treasure.
Wherever you put your treasure, there your
heart will go. The way we use money (as evi-
denced by the thousands of transactions we

Jesus

) Amnhda tf rJoens u s
just the opposite. He says that wherever you put

makeeach yeiartby cimeky casheot credittcards)t h a t

gives the best evidence for the things we value
and cherish the most. Your heart follows your
treasure If your freasure is in the right place,
RS Wit Sede yduP Hedrt there also.
If you choose to store up your treasure on
earth, your heart will be focused on things of the

D BartrP dnd yo %o (}/}eertﬂe?e oX &HhrsT_lmuch
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ever, if you choaose to store up your treastlre in

about heaven, and as a result, you will end up
growing closer to God because you will be ea-
ger to see Him face to face. When you chose to
invest your life in
Godbés pur praoes,
you will find that
your heart will fall
deeply in love with
God. Your heart
will become pas-
sionate and ex-
cited about what
God is doing be-
cause you will
know that you are
already a part of it.
By the way, the same principle applies to
your relationships. If gou are a husband or wife
rTfest. JeSus says

i s s
says
Test
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Do you understand how this works? What-
ever you invest your time and money in will be-
come very important to you. If you invest
money into a sports car, you will keep it looking
sweet. If you buy stock in Amazon.com, you
will start watching how the company is doing. If
you invest time and money in some rental
property, you will make sure it is well main-
tained. If you sacrificially invest time and
money in your marriage, you will be motivated
to keep working on it until you successfully re-
kindle your first love. Although we may not re-
alize it thatds why
sheer nightiesd an attempt to rekindle their first
love. If you are having trouble in your marriage
begin to invest more in it, not just money, but
time and energy as well.

The same thing works in your relationship
with God. When you choose to heavily invest in
Goddbés purposes, you wi
life is elevated to a higher level. When you rec-
ognize that your giving goes to support our
missionaries in Zimbabwe or Malawi, you will
more likely pray for that person every day.
When you give money to build a gym, you will
be thrilled when you hear reports of the people
who met Christ there. Wherever you put your
treasure, that is what you will be most inter-
ested in, for that is where your heart will be.

Jesus said that where our treasure is, there
our heart will be also (Matt. 6:21). If our spend-
ing patterns, then, are an indicator of where
our heart is hot and where it is not, at what
level would giving to your church register com-
pared to soft drinks? Against a Big Mac?
Against your last entertainment: movie, video
or CD purchase, or concert?

Godbés divine provide
success and wealth. In our quest to get all that
this life has to offer we often take hold of the
things of this world and forget the best, the one
who has provided it all. Only a relationship with
God will last. He is and remains the key to all
of our abundant blessings in this life and in the
life beyond.
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Deaconess Rhonda Truesdale:
Youth Ministry Director

Church Activities: Deaconess, Youth Director
Husband: Deacon Kris Truesdale
Children: Kobi and Kolin Truesdale

This month | have decided to feature our Youth Director. She is a W
derful woman of God and is often running around taking care of thi
behind the scenes. Rhonda works with the youth just about every §
day and on Wednesday nights. 1 think it is time to bring this woma
the forefront. | invite you to get to know Deaconess Rhonda Truesq

What do you enjoy most about True Light Baptist Church? One of
the things that | enjoy the most about True Light Baptist Church is t
there is a ministry for every
apply it to our lives.

o | earn ¢

How/Why did you decide to go into the Youth Ministry?l decided to serve in the Youth Ministry,

because | believe that it takes the church family,
and encouragement into young peoplebds |lives. Qur
wanted God to use me as a positive empowering vessel to encourage them, let them know that God
created them for a purpose, and help them to study

What do you enjoy most about the young peoplePhe thing that | enjoy the most about the young
people is their energy and building relationships with them. Our youth have a lot of gifts and talents.

What is the most challenging aspect of working in the Youth Ministry?The most challenging aspect
of working in the youth ministry is noticing, i der
chall enges arming them with how Godés Word can bes:s

What is the most rewarding aspect of working with the young peoplePhe most rewarding aspect of
working with the young people is seeing them mature in their relationship with Christ.

What are some of the challenges/issues that the youth are facin@2ing leaders among their peers,
respecting one another and respecting adults, understanding the importance of obtaining an education, to
not live in the stereotype of how the world perceives them to be, and loessedim.

What should we do as adults to help our youthPwould suggest, as adults, when we see them, try to
hold a conversation with them. Let our youth know that True Light genuinely cares about our youth.

What is your long-term vision for the Youth Ministry? My long-term vision for the Youth Ministry
is to training our young people in the work, worship, and witness of Christ, as well as providing them
with life skills, so they can be what God has purposed them to be.

Favorite Scripture and why? One of my favorite scriptures comes from Il Timothy 2:2 (NKJV), it

statesi The things that you have heard from me among n
who wi I be abl e Paulhadtaeision for spreatirg the goadinews of desus through-

out the world. He knew he could not accomplish this task alone, so he inspired and trained others to

carry on the work. | see myself as a runner who is apart of a track team for Christ and | want to pass on

the wisdom that | received from my mentors to the next generation. | have a passion for working with

and teaching young people.

Why is it important for youth to have a Christian foundation? It is important for youth to have a
Christian foundation, because Jesusd6 foundation i s
foundation helps young people to keep climbing through every situation.

Ashley S. Golson






