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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR

WILL YOU SUPPORT YOUR MINISTRY?

"And certain women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities

--Mary called Magdalene, out of whom had come seven demons, and

Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many
others who provided for Him from their substance." (Luke 8:2, 3)

We live in a society that applauds those who have all the
trappings of success: money, homes, cars, diamonds, and con-
nections. Success is measured by obtaining the tangible things
in life. In the church however, our view should be different.
When we think about ministry, we cannot but help to think about
Jesus. By the standards of today's society, what would you think

of Jesus?

He would be a continual visitor in someone's home

He would always need a ride to get from here to there

He would always need someone to buy him breakfast, lunch,

dinner, and maybe a snack or two

His clothes would be bought by or donated by someone

Would we think of him as strange and think that he needed to be in some remote
monastery?

Would we compare him to a Mother Teresa? A Martin Luther King? A Ghandi?
Would we think of him as shiftless or lazy and declare that he needs to get a job?

Contrary to societal standards, his success depended more on who he was than what
he had. Regardless of what we may think, common people supported the ministry of
Jesus. People who did not possess great wealth but who were thankful for what Jesus
had done in their lives provide the support for his ministry. Who do you think supports this
ministry? Who do you think supports True Light?
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Jesus Had A Mission But No Job.  Je-
sus had a profession but we never read of
him ever having worked a day in his life.
The Bible tells us that Jesus was a carpen-
ter's son. We never read of him ever having
participated in the craft of carpentry, but we
suppose that he would have learned the
trade of his father. Nothing much is said of
Joseph beyond the miracle of
the virgin birth so we do not
know how long he lived and
what kind of influence he had
on Jesus. The last account
we read of him is in Jerusa-
lem when Jesus was age
twelve.

Over the three years of his ministry, we
read no account of him ever doing any kind
of physical labor. He was not engaged in
anything that seemed physically taxing, but
more mentally and spiritually taxing.

When we look at Jesus, he is not the
model of manhood that we might propose to
our sons and daughters as we inspire them
towards hard work. We urge them to work
hard achieving financial and material suc-
cess. By Jesus own account he was poor.
He declared in Luke 9:58 (NKJV) "Foxes
have holes and birds of the air have nests,
but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His
h e a &verything he had seemed to be on
his back. Whatever he needed he borrowed.
He owned little if anything. He was some-
what of a transient by today's standards. Yet
we would not find him out on a street corner
begging. We have no indication that he was
anything but cleanly dressed. He always
seemed to have a place to stay, not always
with the most socially acceptable people,
but a place to stay nonetheless.

Jesus models for us that very few things
in life are actually needed. His focus was
distinctly different from ours. He knew that
the end was near and he lived his life in the
shadow of the cross.

Although Jesus had no physical employ-
ment, he did have a mission and ministry. He
did have a work to do. His work was of a spiri-
tual nature. "I must work the works of Him
who sent Me while it is day; the night is com-
ing when no one can
in the worl d, I
9:4, 5). Jesus work was to glorify the Father
on earth. "I have glorified You on the earth. |
have finished the work which You have given
Me to do" (John 17:4).

Some people do not see ministry as work.
Jesus did not have an 8 to 5 but he did have
work to do. He had a mission of eternal impor-
tance.

Those Least Likely,
Ministry. Jesus had a support base that pro-
vided for his needs that he might preach the
Word. Largely, it was made up of women. Be-
sides the disciples, women are probably the
most prominent people around Jesus. The
first declaration of Jesus birth was to a
woman. We find
women washing and
anointing Jesus feet
with oil, anointing his
head with perfume,
fixing meals for him,
sitting at his feet to
learn, and preparing
to anoint his body
after his death. They
were first at the
empty tomb. Without a doubt, women played
a major part in the ministry of Jesus.
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The interesting part is that women were in
that day essentially chattel. They were the
property, the possessions of men. They were
not held in high regard, they largely were to
be seen but unseen, keepers of the home,
tenders of children. Their husbands were the
ones who sat in the gates of the city. Men
were the ones who made the decisions, who
held places of prominence. out of their sub-
stance, they ministered unto him.
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However, it was of the women that Jesus
seemed to find the greatest support. Jesus
was supported by those who were the least
likely and probably least able to do so. Yet
these women it is said "had been healed of
evil spiritsWhemyduhavef i i
been healed, when you have been delivered
you cannot help but to want to give back.
Whenever we are healed of afflictions there
usually is and ought to be a spirit of thankful-
ness. There is evidence here that those whom
Jesus touched and healed were more than
appreciative. Among the many women, three
are specifically listed by name: Mary Magda-
lene, Joanna, and Susanna.

The model that is presented here is that
ministry is to be financed by the people who
receive benefit. What benefit do you, have you
received from God and this ministry? Have
you not received salvation from God? Through
the church there is regular feeding of the
Word of God, spiritual counsel, spiritual pro-
gramming for individuals and families, support
during times of trials, sickness, and death, fel-
lowship with other saints of God. As you have
received, you ought to give freely.

God Has Ordained That The People
Support His Ministry. When Jesus
ascended into heaven and returned to his Fa-
ther, we find that those he had called were to
continue his ministry. He did not leave them a
great inheritance that would finance the minis-
try. There was no endowment that provided
continued support. There was no business
where Jesus prod-
ucts were sold: no
books, no tapes, no
CD's, no prayer
cloths, no WwJD
bracelets, and no
diamond studded
crosses. There were
no conferences that
followers had to pay
to attend. There were
no government
grants for which they could apply. From the
beginning, the ministry was financed by the
people.

The people assumed the cost of doing min-
istry. Although much has changed, God's plan
for support of the ministry has not. He has or-
dained just as much today as in biblical days
that those who receive benefit by the Word sup-
port thése veho minister in the Word. God's men
and women need to be able to focus on spiritual
things. When they can focus on ministry, the
members are especially blessed.

The ministry at True Light is not mine, but
ours. Yes, | am the founding pastor, but God
has ordained and called it into being. It success,
its spiritual vitality, the ability of us to secure tal-
ented and gifted ministers, adequate facilities,
and technological aids depends upon your sup-
port. The quality of the ministry here is directly
related to your giving. The facility we have, the
tools we use in ministry, the staff we hire, the
programs they develop, our ability to be there
when you need us are all directly related to your
giving. We look to and need your support.

Although this is a church, it is also a busi-
ness. We have an organizational structure, pay
employment taxes, have insurance's, and all the
other things, which businesses have. It is a sad
testimony | believe when those who work in the
critical business of the
souls of people have to —
live at a level beneath |
what they could obtain 1
in the secular world. The
church ought to provide
the means whereby
those who work in
ministry live as normally
a life as those, which we
serve. i
In 1 Corinthians 9:11
(NKJV) Paul justifies
receipt of ministry support from the Corinthians,
"If we have sown spiritual things for you, is it a
great thing i f we r eTa
bottom line is that it's our ministry. It will look
and be only as good as our ability to support it.
God has ordained no other means of support
than through his people. God has no other plan
and provider other than you. As he blesses you,
he intends for you to bless his church. If you do
not do it, it will not happen.

your
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Make Every Year
Successful

Now is the time for our children to go back to school. | thought
this month | would take a break from interviewing the young peo-
ple and focus on what we can do as parents to help out students
be successful this school year. The following suggestions help
adults and kids of all ages make every school year better, and
healthier.

Eight Adult Attitude and Action Adjustments

1. Beateacher. | f you are involved in your childrenbs
you've had formal training or not. Be proud of it. And stay with it until they are at least forty
years old. Caring, conscientious, and ever-teaching adults are the most powerful change-
makers in a kid's life.

2. Be the boss. You can be a friend and still be a kind source of authority to Alex and Ollie.
Boundaries are benign parameters that make kids feel safe and secure to do the difficult grow-
ing they all have to do. Don't be afraid to set limits, stick to them, and smile. Whining, pleading,
and negotiating with kids undermine your role and cause them to lose respect for you. Be as
good as your word.

3. Be a caped crusader. Be on the lookout for injustice, unkindness, prejudice, or poor man-
ners that thread through the daily lives of you and your kids. Rectify what you can on the spot.
At the very least, discuss incidents later in private, but don't give wrongheaded ideas i like
ignoring someone who obviously needs help.

4. Give yourself a time -out. Borrow this age-old disciplinary method and use it to give your-
self a breather when life with kids puts a strain on your good nature. It can be as simple as
closing the bathroom door and taking ten deep breaths or making a show of leaving the room
when behavior or noise becomes more than any self-respecting adult should have to bear.

5. Learn how to calm yourself.  Continue that deep breathing; take martial arts, yoga, exer-
cise classes, or long walks. There's a lot to be gained by finding your center point and learning
to stay there. Practicing your methods in front of your kids every day teaches them that know-
ing how to calm yourself is critical to living healthfully and successfully in the world.

6. Be mannerly. Simple good manners aren't simple at all but powerful lessons that reinforce
for kids the importance of human kindness and consideration. Hold the door open for the
people behind you, listen more, don't interrupt others, and write thank-you notes. By your
example and your instruction, you'll teach your child.

7. Think out loud. Talking out loud as you ponder a new problem provides a timesaving and
simple way to teach Alex and Ollie how to analyze a challenge, consider alternatives, select a
course of action, and solve the problem at hand. Do this for your own problems and offer your
out loud strategies whenever thorny issues face them. If not for you, how many opportunities
will they have to witness the inner thinking of an adult, especially of an adult that you want
them to emulate?

8. Raise the bar. If you challenge yourself, it's easier to challenge Alex. Tell him, for example,
that this year you're keeping the same study hours he does so that you can learn Italian. Ramp
up his Spanish grade by offering to test him on his verbs if he'll test you on yours. Next year,
try Chinese.

http://school.familyeducation.com/back-to-school/school/34528.html
Ashley S. Golson



COMMUNITY YOUTH NIGHT
AT

TRUE LIGHT BAPTIST CHURCH
EVERY MONDAY FROM &8 P.M.
(Beqginning September 14, 2009

True Light is happy to host a Community Youth Night every
Monday from 4 88 P.M. During this time, you will get to know
each other by playing games, working on homework, watching

movies, singing, eating, and other fun activities.

4:007 6:30 P.M. A 2
Games 2
Dinner
Movies

Help with homework
@ @ ~ Recreational activities

v @ 6:307 8:00 P.M.

Youth Choir Rehearsal

We look forward to seeing YOU!
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WHAT IS SALMONELLA ?

Salmonella infection is a common bacterial disease that affects the intestinal tract. Salmonella bacteria typi-
cally live in the intestines of animals and humans and are shed through feces. Humans become infected
most frequently through contaminated water or food sources & such as poultry, meat and eggs.

Typically, people with salmonella infection develop diarrhea, fever and abdominal cramps within 12 to 72
hours. Signs and symptoms of salmonella infection generally last four to seven days. Most healthy people
recover without specific treatment.

In some cases, the diarrhea associated with salmonella infection can be extremely dehydrating and require
prompt medical attention. Life-threatening complications may also develop should the infection spread be-
yond your intestines. Your risk of salmonella infection is higher if you travel to countries with poor sanitation.

There are more than 2,000 varieties of salmonella bacteria, but only about a dozen of them cause illnesses
in people. Most of these illnesses can be classified as gastroenteritis, often featuring severe diarrhea. Gas-
troenteritis Salmonella-induced gastroenteritis is most often caused by eating raw or undercooked meat,
poultry, eggs or egg products. The incubation period ranges from several hours to two days. Signs and
symptoms may include:

Nausea Vomiting Abdominal pain Diarrhea Fever
Chills Headache Muscle pains Blood in the stool

Salmonella bacteria live in the intestines of people, animals and birds. Most people are infected with salmo-
nella by eating foods that have been contaminated by feces. Commonly infected foods include:

Raw meat, poultry and seafood:  Feces may get onto raw meat and poultry during the butchering process.
Seafood may be contaminated if it is harvested from contaminated water.

Raw eggs: While an egg's shell may seem to be a perfect barrier to contamination, some infected chickens
produce eggs that contain salmonella before the shell is even formed. Raw eggs are used in homemade
versions of mayonnaise and hollandaise sauce.

Fruits and vegetables: Some fresh produce, particularly imported varieties, may be watered in the field or
washed during processing with water contaminated with salmonella. Contamination can also occur in the
kitchen, when juices from raw meat and poultry come into contact with uncooked foods, such as salads.
Many foods become contaminated when prepared by people who don't wash their hands thoroughly after
using the toilet or changing a diaper. Infection also can occur if you touch something that is contaminated
and then put your fingers in your mouth. This includes pets & especially birds and reptiles. Salmonella in-
fection itself isn't life-threatening. However, in certain people 8 especially children, older adults, transplant
recipients and people with a weakened immune system o the development of complications can be dan-
gerous.

Information: Mayo Clinic
Bonne Tootle
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]

Things to Remember in
September

—>Wednesdayds from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. the Health Mtrainedsand y has
certified . Come out and join the men and women who are already benefiting from this program.

= Weight Watchers is here at True Light every Thursday evening from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.
—> Healthy Lifestyle Changes is here at True Light on first and third Mondays at 6:30 p.m.



Church Calendar Highlights
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Tomato and corn

Pasta with Shrimp KEEP CONNECTED!

Active members of True Light who are

Salt _ sick, shut-in, elderly, or others who are
;|1t?bls 2)‘2;’;’;'\/6"2?”5‘(‘)"""\/6 . physically unable to attend church may
2 garlic cloves, smashed request a CD or DVD of |
1lb  cooked peeled shrimp sermons. Plc_ease_c_ontact a member

1 pint cherry tomatoes of your Family Ministry Team or the

3 ears fresh corn, kernels cut off office for further details.

2 tbls unsalted butter

Y, cup fresh basil leaves, torn into pieces.

Directions:

Bring a large pot of salted water to a boil September 2009

and cook the pasta until cooked al dente;

(firm but not over cooked) drain. Sept 7 (Mon) Office Closed & Labor Day

Septl3(Sun) Pastords 21st Anniver

Meanwhile, in large skillet, heat the olive Sept19 (Sa)  Marriage Ministry

oil over medium heat. Add the garlic and

tomatoes and cook, stirring occasionally, Sept 25-26 \l,j\,'znfnre nes I n House

until the tomatoes are softened, about 5 Conference

min. Stir in the corn, raise the heat

slightly and cook until the corn is heated

through and golden, about 5 min. Toss in

cooked shrimp and cook until heated October 2009

through, about 1 min. Season to taste

with salt. Oct4 (Sun) Pacesetters Luncheon

Add the vegetables, butter and basil to Oct 78 9 Revival

pasta and toss. Oct 10 (Sat)  Ministry Leaders Quarterly
Meeting

Oct 24 (Sat) Singles Ministry Progressive

Dinner
Mends Day Fell owshiop
Breakfast

Oct25 (Sun) Mends Day
Oct31 (Sat) Trunk or Treat




