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òTHE GIANT OF EXAGGERATED 
CIRCUMSTANCESó 

Sermon Series:  Don't Let Giants Cause You a Faith Failure, Part 1 

ñAnd there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants: 

and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in  

their sight." Numbers 13:33 
 

It is somewhat normal to exaggerate our difficulties, our trials, and 
our tribulations, especially when our heart is not in a work. It is easy to 
exaggerate what we see, or not to see everything that is to be seen, or 
to see only what the eye wants to see, and to see it in a particular 
way. 

The children of Israel stood at the border of the good land God had promised them, within 
reach of the fulfillment of God's promises and their own hopes of being in a land of their own. All 
things were ready that God's promises should be fulfilled. Twelve "spies," each one from a differ-
ent tribe, were sent to look over the land and bring back a report about the natural resources, and 
the inhabitants of the land. They brought back samples of the grapes, pomegranates, and figs 
and said that the land, indeed, flowed "with milk and honey.ò However, ten of the twelve spies 
said the cities were defended by very high walls, the land was inhabited in all its parts, and the 
people seemed unusually large and formidable. Indeed, they said they saw "giants" in the land. 
This implied that the inhabitants were much stronger than the Israelites. The disappointment, frus-
tration, and outright fear created by this "majority report" led the people to despair and cry all 
night. They said it would have been better if they had died in Egypt or in the wilderness than to be 
in this situation. They even thought of getting someone to lead them back to Egypt. 

The Israelites had every reason to believe that God would give them the land before them. It 
just remained for them to "trust and obey," or to disbelieve and rebel. Unfortunately, they chose 
the latter. They chose to not cross over and God condemned them to another 40 years of wander-
ing in the wilderness where everyone twenty years of age and older died. 

As we reflect upon this passage, we see that the exaggeration of the circumstances by ten, 
the majority opinion, resulted in the entire nation having a faith failure. They set their minds upon 
the exaggerated circumstances more than on God. 
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The Ten Spies Testimony. The ten had 

returned, in tact, uninjured, unharmed, and 
had confirmed that God is not a liar, and that 
what Moses prophesied on his behalf was in-
deed true. They returned with tangible evi-

dence of the goodness of 
the land, and that the land 
was worth fighting for. The 
congregation had the infor-
mation they needed to re-
spond according to God's 
plan. Then the ten added 
an additional word. 

"Nevertheless the people who dwell in the 
land are strong; the cities are fortified and very 
large; moreover we saw the descendants of 
Anak there. ñ The Amalekites dwell in the land 
of the South; the Hittites, the Jebusites, and 
the Amorites dwell in the mountains; and the 
Canaanites dwell by the sea and along the 
banks of the Jordanò  (vs. 28-29) 

What we see the ten doing is placing their 
adverse opinion , their negative opinion , 
which followed "nevertheless," on equal foot-
ing with the promise of God , which they had 
shared before "nevertheless.ò When you ele-
vate the obstacles in your life to equal footing 
with God's promises, you deny God's omnipo-
tence, his being all-powerful, and he therefore 
cannot solve your problems. In other words, 
when we have our eyes on the problem rather 
than your eye on the One who has the solu-
tion; this can result in a faith failure. When it 
comes to your problems, are you believing 
that God can, nevertheless . . ., God will, nev-
ertheless . . . , God loves me, nevertheless . . 
. Are you putting the obstacles in your life on 
equal footing with God's promises? 

Caleb's Testimony. Caleb was quick to 
speak up, as one who had first hand experi-
ence, and as one who knew his God and that 
he was able to give them the victory. Caleb 
recognized the importance of seizing the mo-
ment. There are times when God, by his grace 
extends an opportunity and we have to seize 
the moment or lose the advantage, times 
when we have to move without knowing all the 
details. Caleb recognized that they needed to 
act on God's promise and not continue to 
question. Caleb did not say that there were 
not any obstacles, but that they were well able 

to overcome them. Caleb said to the Children of 
Israel, "for we are well able to overcome it.ò  

Whatever giants are in our lives, whatever 
the obstacles, we can be overcomers, we can 
experience the thrill of victory. God has given us 
the victory over the giants of sin, death, hell, 
and the grave. He has more importantly, given 
us Jesus.  

 

We Must Not Let The Giant Of Exagger-
ated Circumstances Cause Us To Have A 
Faith Failure. Not only did the ten express un-
belief, but they also had to make it larger than 
life to cover up their cowardice. They exagger-
ated the circumstance to cover up their unbelief. 
People can always find a reason to cover up a 
lack of faith -- and if one cannot be found, they 
will make up one. In the case of the ten, they 
said, "We were in our own sight as grasshop-
pers, and so were we in their sight." 

They had an improper perspective, an exag-
gerated perspective. In all situations, we must 
strive to have the proper perspective. An im-
proper view of self will cause an improper view 
of God. If we see ourselves as nothing, less 
than, then we will not have the proper view of 
our creator, God. We must not let the majority 
opinion, in most cases the world's view, lead us 
to do what we know in our heart is not right. We 
ought not to follow the majority opinion, the 
opinion of men, but follow God. God has prom-
ised good unto us. In every situation in life, 
there without a doubt will be obstacles, but we 
must not become fearful or complacent, we 
must grasp the moment if we are to realize 
God's miracle. We must not be detoured by the 
majority report.  

Satan's desire is to exaggerate or amplify 
the obstacles in our lives. If he can get us to 
think that we are worse off than we are, then he 
can get us depressed; he can cause us to be 
afraid; he can cause us to think that there is no 
hope, that God does not love us, and ultimately 
lead us down a path to where he can cause us 
to have a faith failure. A faith failure is when you 
get our eyes, or our minds, or our 
hearts fixed on our circumstances 
more than on God. No matter 
how big the obstacle we face, 
faith in God always reduces the 
size of whatever is set in opposi-
tion against us and adds size to 
our own strength and stature. 
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TRUE LIGHT BAPTIST CHURCH  
Presents  

The First Sunday in July, we are having  

BIG PRAISE SUNDAY. 
 

Come and bring your entire family and letõs give God a  

BIG PRAISE for all of His many blessings.   
 

Write on the WALL OF PRAISE.  What are you thankful for?  Do you have a  

favorite a scripture, or a promise from God? Perhaps you have a prayer,  

or something God has put on your heart to write on the WALL OF PRAISE.   

The WALL OF PRAISE will be placed in the foundation of the new addition.   

Come and be a part of this history making event. 

Remember, 

we will only have 
 

 

 

 

beginning at  

9:00 a.m. 

 

July 4, 2010  
at  

9:00 a.m.  

Parents, please encourage your 

children and youth to attend:  
 

 Nursery  ñ  Infants and Toddlers 
 

     Childrenõs Church  ñ  1st grade thru 5th grade 

         Rooms 102 A & B 
 

     Youth Church  ñ  6th grade thru 12th grade 

             Rooms 101 A, B, & C 
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Sunday, July 18, 2010  

Theme:  

AM I HAPPY?  
The Search For Something More  

Ý Searching for Happiness in  
 Relationships 
 
 
 

Ý Searching for Happiness in  
 Accomplishments 
 
 
 

Ý Searching for Happiness in  
 Appearances 

 

 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as 
living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God this is your spiritual act of worship.  
Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by 

the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 
God's will is his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

Romans 12: 1-2 

COME AND ENCOURAGE OUR YOUNG  

PEOPLE IN THE LORD  
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Adult Vacation Bible Study 
�o�,�J�O�E�M�F���B�G�S�F�T�I���U�I�F���H�J�G�U���P�G���(�P�E�d�p 

II Timothy 1:6�r7  
 

�6�J�G�������������#�F�W�N�V���8�$�5���$�K�D�N�G���5�V�W�F�[���6�J�G�O�G���K�U�����p�4�G�M�K�P�F�N�G���V�J�G���(�C�K�V�J���q���6�J�G���E�N�C�U�U�G�U���V�C�W�I�J�V���Y�K�N�N���C�U�U�K�U�V���V�J�G��
believer in rekindling the fire of faith and overcoming obstacles that keep us from engaging the 
world with the Gospel. 
 

The three classes are: 
 

¶ Becoming a Contagious Christian  
¶ Getting out of the Pit  
¶ Spiritual Identity Crisis 


