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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
®HOW SHOULD WE GI VE

ANow concerning the collecti ol
ders to the churches of Galatia, so you must do also: On the first day
of the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he

may prosper, that there be n
(1 Corinthians 16:1-2)
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Some view the matter of stewardship as the church trying to
squeeze every drop of money it can out of its membership. That is not
the vision of this church. The vision of this church is that when you
come to understand your spiritual responsibility as a Christian. When
you choose to acknowledge God©6s
giving to the ministry, which Jesus as Lord of your life established, you
willingly will do so. We will not beg; we will not coerce, and we will not squeeze; but we will tell
you the truth about your responsibility. In the matter of giving, how does the bible say that we
ought to go about it? Are there any biblical guidelines for us to follow? | believe there are. The bi-
ble says that we are to. . .

i dence

GIVE TO GOD FIRST.Whenyoumaked oi ng Goddés wi | lhewilbmakeydui r st co
need His first concern. When we give to God first, regardless of our needs, we see how big God
can be in our lives. If we withhold from the Lord, we miss the many blessings and provisions the
Lord is longing to shower on us.
Some of you are in dire straights financially and your only way out is to believe the man of
God, to believe the Word of God. Some of us are not experiencing the blessing of God because

our first concern is doing our will aomrtheot Godos
LORD with thy substance, and wi tleBus salde Matthewst fr ui t s
6:33,iSeek ye first the kingdom of heaven @&hatitheal | t h

is one source of evidence that God comes first in our lives.

GIVE TO GOD SYSTEMATICALLY . The Bible challenges us that we need to be systematic in
how we approach the matter of giving. In this passage, the apostle Paul writes to the church at
Corinth. His mission is to collect an offering for those who were experiencing famine in Jerusalem.
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He encourages them as they prosper, each
week to set aside something so that when he
came no special offering would have to be
taken. In other words, he asked them to in-
clude weekly giving to the church in their
budget and systematically collect an offering.
The purpose was that no one would have to
try to find a large sum when Paul came to
Corinth.

Christians who donot
laying aside the first of what they receive for
the Lord often feel pressed and confused
when it comes to giving. When we systemati-
cally lay aside some each week of that which
God gives us there will be no pressure at the
time of giving. Many people making comfort-
able incomes experience no joy in giving be-
cause they havenodot deft
give.

GIVE TO GOD CHEERFULLY. Second
Corinthians 9:8 tells usGod loves a cheerful
g i v énmespdnse, someone has added, "The
Lord loves a cheerful giver but He'll even accept
from a grouch!"

Some have interpreted cheerful as mean-
ing that when we give we ought to laugh hilari-
ously. As | interpret it, cheerful giving is more
a matter of the heart. It is that kind of giving
that recognizes that all we have belongs to
God. That desires to hold nothing back, and
recognizes that in investing in the kingdom
there are great dividends.

GIVE TO GOD ETERNALLY. Some of us
see giving as just a matter of money. Others
of us see giving as an investment in eternity,
in the Kingdom of God. Giving is hot so much
a matter of money as it is an eternal invest-
ment . From an investo
to the Lordds work is

ittach month to send. Please

investment we can ever make. Our giving will
pay heavenly dividends throughout all eternity. |
Timothy 6:18, 19 says, "Command those who
are richéto do good, t
and to be generous and willing to share. In this
way they will lay up treasure for themselves as
a firm foundation for

GIVE TO GOD EXPECTANTLY. Our rea-
sdnafor @ot giving te theuLbréhmay eeater ono f
our circumstances, our debts and financial obli-
gations or our lack of income, but under the sur-
face, we donot gi ve
enough as our provider.

We received a letter in the mail some years ago
from a person with an offering
enclosed. Itread,”" | 6 ve fi
employimene have loeen t h e v

sending in contributions O *
since January 2001 with @

little or no income. Not y O
much, but my family has

managed to put away a little <E) S X )
keep us in your prayers. At

this time | am unable to visit. | am working 12-16
hour shifts in the hospital every weekend. But
pl ease continue to pra
enclosed $10, signed

We cannot help but to be inspired by that
kind of testimony. Although things have not
been easy, note she said, i No t mu c h,
family has managed to put away a little each
mo nt h t dhisspersod understands the
significance of systematic giving, and has the
expectation that God is going to bless because
of their faithfulness.

GIVE TO GOD PROPORTIONATELY .

There are many fine restaurants in our city.
At all of them where there are servers, we ex-
pect to pay a tip as a part of the cost of our
me a | We recognize tha
wages assumes a certain amount of tips. Most
of us after a hearty meal would not leave a
quarter. It would say that we were cheap and
unappreciative of the service that we had re-
ceived. Yet, in the church, some people do not
give a quarter a week, which amounts to about
$18.00peryearpect i ve, gi ving
the safest and wisest
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When we eat out, most of us expect to tip
the server 10 or 15 percent. Yet, when we
suggest a tithe, 10 percent, as a minimum
church offering, some folks are shocked.

Deuteronomy 16:10,16,17 says," € gi v
a freewill offering in proportion to the bless-
ings the Lord your Go
man should appear before the Lord empty-
handed. Each one of you must bring a gift in
proportion to the way the Lord your God has
blessed you."

I f youdbve ever owned
how important it is to get the first button fas-
tened correctly. When the first button is in the
wrong place, every other button will be out of
orderiand youdl |l l ook fo
true with your financ:¢
your giving button first, all your other money
buttons (saving, spending, investing) will be
out of order , and you
foolish before God.

I f you havendt alredd

spiritual decision today to give to God first.
Systematically set aside a portion of your in-
cCome, bl essings, and
Then, begin giving faithfully, generously,
cheerfully, eternally, expectantly, and propor-

tionallyt o t he Lordds wor k.

Many think of stewardship as only money, but
it is a matter of your whole being. The first and
greatest gift that you have to offer to God is
yourself; your first offering ought to be yourself
to Jesus as Lord and Savior. Your first matter
of giving is for you to surrender your life to
him. After that, it is easy to surrender a part
once you have surrendered the whole It is
easy to share a part when you recognize that
God is the giver of the whole of all that we
possess. Not all we give for charitable uses
will be accepted of God, or turn to our advan-
tage, unless we first give ourselves to the
Lord.
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o1 i $RYtogk the srenath of 2
> s . | f yohpouptain,s t
The majesty of a tree,
Th warmth of a summer sup, |
fe ca?m ofa qwet sea,
Ee generqus soul of
The comfortlng
The wisdom of the ages,
2 S JTRe powercof the eagte'sWiightk -
The joy of a morning in spring,
The faith of a mustard seed,
The patience of eternity,
The depth of a family need,
Then God combined these
qualities,
When there was nothing more to
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He knew His masterpiece was
complete,
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True LLight Paptist Chureh
18th ANNUAL
CRADUATION

CELEBRA‘I'ION

o

Come and cel ebrate
graduates and continuates

On Sunday, June 6, 2010
A% 2:00 p.m.
At the Timbers Hotel’ e ﬁgt

4411 Peoria St.
Denver, CO 80239




Cllildrez's Day

The
Chi |l dr ené
Choir Citywide
Musical

You are invited to join us on Sunday, June
13,2010t o cel ebr at e Chi |l o
11 a.m. service.

Then, at 4 p.m., the children of True Light,
along with other Chil dr
around the city, will continue to celebrate as
32 0QH 9R liFatombined musical here at
True Light Baptist Church.

Bring friends and family, this is an event you
won't want to miss!



