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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
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Those of us who are fathers, who stake claim to being heads of
our households, know that when it comes to the children momma is
often more in tune with the needs of the children. She is often more in
tune with what is going on in their lives. She is often more aware of
their tendencies to stray towards evil. Often what fathers know only in
theory, mothers know in practice. Therefore, Solomon, and rightly so,
concludes this book of wisdom, Proverbs, with advice from a mother.

Although addressed to a man, the advice could just as easily apply, particularly in our day, to
young women. | believe it is also sound advice to young and old alike.
Mother Has A Right To Advise (vs. 2). What right does a mother have to address a king?
What right does a mother have to interfere in the lives of her children as they grow up? The obvi-
ous right that all of us as parents have used is f
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If we were to poll parents, | am sure we would get a stirring testimony of many, if not all, who
have spent time in prayer for their children. As a father, | know | daily lift my children up in prayer.
There are so many temptations to lead them astray, so many dangers around them; so much that
can happen even as innocent bystanders. As Christian parents, we covenant with God for their
welfare. We plead and pray to God in our prayers for them. Yes, they are the children who are the
chief concern of our prayers, and concern.

Young people a true and faithful mother has an indisputable right to speak words of advice,
words of conviction, words of correction into the life of one who she has given birth. The fact that
mother has given you birth, has cherished you at her own breast, has watched over your infancy
and childhood with constant care, has fed you clothed you, has shielded and protected you, wiped
your dirty behind, has fed and clothed you; as we
the right to advise, and to tell you anything she wants to. It gives her the right to ask you to go do,
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to take out, pick-up, wash-up, dry-up or make-
up anything wants.

Mother Has A Right To Address
Destructive Practices (vs. 3-7). There would
seem to be two sins to which men, particularly
young men, are susceptible: One, immorality;
and two, drunkenness.
makes a very pointed attempt to remind him
who he is, he is a king, and
kings are subject to stan-
dards beyond their subjects.
She warns him that fornica-
tion, adultery, and sexual
immorality has a devastating
effect on ones mind and
body. She warns that his
strength, his character, his
physical and spiritual content, his good name,
his health can be destroyed by women and by
ways that lead to destruction.

Is this advice out of line with what we
could say today? In light of the many dis-
eases, some incurable, which can be con-
tacted through sexual relations today could we
not say the same? How many hospitals are
full of young people who have not heeded
such good advice and now find themselves
now sick, lacking strength of body, mind, and
spirit? AI DS breaks d
fight disease; it takes the bodies strength.

In digesting this advice, you must first un-
derstand that you are
alty (1 Peter 2:9). Young men and young
women recognize who and whose you are.
Heed your parentés ad
not your strength to women; young women
give not your strength to men. Do not give
your strength to any
waste the strength of the body, and bring into
it dangerous diseases. Do not give your ways,
your affections, and your conversation, to that
which destroys kings, which has destroyed
many. Let the suffering of others be your
warning.

Not only does she warn him of sexual im-
morality, but also in verses 4-7 , Lemuel
mother warned about the dangers of alcohol-
ism. Although the Bible does not specifically
prohibit drinking, it can cause harm to oneself
and to others. How many people do drunk
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drivers kill every year in

traffic accidents? How

many families do an alco-

holic husband or wife

break up? How many chil-

dren have been subjected

to neglect or tQ Witnessing
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foolishness? Instead of

being filled with alcoholic

spirits, instead of being on

a substance high, Chris-

tians are to be filled with God's Holy Spirit. He
will give us all we need to enjoy life and be at
peace with others and ourselves. God wants us
to be controlled by Him.

Mother Has A Right To Urge Honorable
Behavior (vs. 8-9). Every mother hopes for
good and even great things for and from her
child. Every mother hopes their child will stand
among the wise, the honored, and the useful.
There is nothing that compares to the disap-
pointment a mother feels when a child who has
been the subject of much prayer, of much pa-
tient training, who had a noble opportunity be-
fore himd when he virtually signs away his heri-
tage. There is nothing that compares to the dis-
appointment a mother
hi s

entire destruction and ruin.

Young people, your parents have such high
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they have considered what you might become.
How you might have an impact on saciety. How
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and righteous son or daughter. Moreover, if you

. grow up and
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no hopes, no de-
sires, and be-
come content to
accept the ordi-
nary and mun-
dane, you do not
know the kind of
heartache it
causes.
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If you were retarded, if you had some kind
of mental or physical deficiency, it would be
understandable, but when because of a mat-
ter of mere laziness, or because you allow
yourself to follow the pathway of sin, you fail
to rise to the level of your potential it does not
reflect well on mother.

Young people, and for that matter all of us,
ought to do everything within your ability never
to discredit our family, particularly our mother.
There ought never to be reason for your
mother to have to lay awake at night tearfully
lifting up concern for a wayward son or daugh-
ter.

Your mother may not know much of the
technological world; she may be quite ignorant
of the most recent developments of science.
She may not be able to run a computer, or
program a VCR. She may not dress according
to what you consider hip or in style. Some of
her notions about may seem old fashioned to
her modern-minded children. However, foolish
indeed is the child who dares to despise her
counsels, dares to reject her advice. Your
mother knows you like no one else. She
knows your strengths and your weaknesses,
your childish faults and your broken promises.
This is the secret of her wisdom and her ability
to speak into your life. The wise son or daugh-
ter will acknowl edge
deserve their utmost and earnest considera-
tion.
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A Mother loves right from the start.
She holds her baby close to her heart.
The bond that grows will never falter.
Her love is so strong it will never alter.

A Mother gives never ending Love.

She never feels that she has given enough.
For you she will always do her best.
Constantly working, there's no
time to rest.

A Mother is there when things go wrong.
A hug and a kiss to help us along.
Always there when we need her near.
Gently wipes our eyes when we

shed a tear.

So on this day shower your Mother

with Love.
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is not enough.
Give your Mother a day to have some
peace of mind.
Be gentle, be good, be helpful, be kind.
Happy Mothers Day.

Carol Matthews
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Psalm 40:1 -3
| waited patiently for the LORD; he turned to me and heard my
cry. He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; he
set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand. He put a
new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God. Many will
see and fear and put their trust in the LORD.




