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òIS IT STILL DARK?ó 
ñNow on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene went to the tomb 
early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken 

away from the tombò (John 20:1) 

 
Without a shadow of doubt, Jesus was dead. Jesus, having suf-

fered a shameful and painful death on the cross was now dead. And 
all who beheld him, all who touched and handled him, recognized this 
fact to be true. But that was Friday, awesomely called Good Friday. 
Saturday was a scripturally silent day. We can only assume that it was 
a time when everyone, in addition to observing the Sabbath day, re-
flected on what had happened. But on Sunday, Mary Magdalene who 
had witnessed the crucifixion was anxious, the Sabbath day rest now 
complete, to go to Jesus. John tells us that it was early, that it was still dark.  

Mark loved Jesus. Mary served Jesus. Mary walked with Jesus. Yet we find her walking on 
resurrection morning experiencing darkness, not only physical darkness as she made her way to 
the tomb, but spiritual darkness as to what the future held. Jesus had said that he would rise 
again, but the crucifixion had left her with a hollow feeling of hopeless and despair. Everything 
had been going so well, and now this. What would she do now? 

Many people like Mary, struggle and strive, work hard, use their mental and physical energies 
trying to bask in the sunshine of God's prosperity. And for all your struggling, and for all you striv-
ing, for all your efforts it still seems that it is still dark. Things have not changed, there is little, or 
no improvement, and possibly things have deteriorated. When seemingly all hope has been ex-
pended, when it looks like there is nowhere else to turn, when it seems like there is nothing else 
to try. What do you do when it's still dark? How do you handle troubles that seemingly cloud over 
your life and block the sunshine of God's prosperity?   

We Need To Look Forward To Walking In The Light. Mary got up early. Mary was expec-
tant of the sun to shine. Mary was moving, and doing something. She came early, while it was still 
dark; it was early when she began. Mary's purpose was to embalm the body of Jesus. This im-
plied that she had given up hope and had no expectation of Jesus resurrection. 

When we find ourselves dealing with darkness, when we find ourselves engulfed unable to 
see to the end of our circumstance, we need to look forward to the walking in the light. We need 
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to understand that; as the song of old says, 
"I'm so glad that trouble don't last always.ò 
When in the midst of darkness, in the midst of 
seeming hopelessness, we need to look for-
ward to walking in the light. The Psalmist in 
Psalm 30:5 says, "Weeping may endure for a 

night, but joy comes in 
the morning.ò Paul in Ga-
latians 6:9 says, "And let 
us not grow weary while 
doing good, for in due 
season we shall reap if 
we do not lose heart."   
Yes, things may be 
rough. The going may be 

tuff. The hills may be hard to climb. But, don't 
get tired; don't quit. If you are going to get 
tired of something, get tired of lying, doing 
folks wrong, scheming, and conniving. Don't 
be weary in well doing, for in due season we 
shall reap. 

 
Psalm 1:3 tell us that we all have a sea-

son, it says speaking of the righteous man, ñe 
shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of wa-
ter, that brings forth its fruit in its season, 
whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever 
he does shall prosper. You have a season. 
Every person has a season. You can't make 
your season come. It may be wintertime now, 
but hand on in there for right behind winter 
spring is on the way. But don't get too comfort-
able, because right behind spring and summer 
comes fall and winter again. Every person has 
a season. Don't get mad with someone else 
because they are walking in the sunshine of 
God's prosperity. It is wrong to be jealous be-
cause God has in his wisdom blessed some-
one seemingly more than you have been. 
Don't look on outward appearances; you 
never know what's going on in their life until 
you walk in their shoes. Things are often not 
as they seem. 

 
The worst thing--the wrong thing to do 

when you are in darkness is to turn away from 
coming to church. Turn away from prayer 
meeting and bible study. Turn away from choir 
rehearsal and fellowship with the saints of 
God. By doing so, you choose to walk in dark-
ness rather than the light. We turn to the light 
when we receive him who is light. Jesus said 

in John 8:12, "I am the light of the world. He 
who follows me shall not walk in darkness, but 
have the light of life."   

 
If you are looking for the way out of your di-

lemma, Jesus is the way. He is the light that can 
bring you hope in the midst of despair, joy in the 
midst of sorrow. Help in the midst of hopeless-
ness. In Christ, we can experience the light of 
God's love. 

 
You Need To Watch Your Associations. 

Just as sure as there is a positive, there is also 
a negative. As sure as there is a do, we also 
have a don't. If you want to get rid of the dark-
ness you must not only look forward to walking 
in the light, but you must watch your associa-
tions. You must not deal with dead folk. Don't 
deal with dead mentalities, graveyard mentali-
ties, ain't about nothin'. Ain't goin' nowhere. Ain't 
studyin' about nothing or nobody, D-E-A-D folk. 
You need to watch your associations. Dead folk 
will drag you down. Dead folk will discourage 
you. You have to walk with those who are going 
somewhere, who have a made up mind. Our 
associations often cause assimilation. Young 
people there is a danger with just hanging out 
with anybody, because who you hang with in 
many ways will contribute to who and what you 
ultimately become. If you want to come out of 
the darkness, don't deal with dead folk.   

 
The Light Of God's Love Will Break 

Through. Christianity stands not on just the 
cross; many have died on crosses, but on the 
resurrection. Everything that Jesus Christ 
taught, lived, and died for depended upon his 
resurrection. Out of all 
the miracles Jesus had 
performed, the resurrec-
tion is the most amazing 
of all his miracles. The 
Christian faith is based 
on the fact that there was 
an empty tomb. Jesus 
staked everything he had 
on the fact that he would 
be resurrected from the 
grave. Not only was  
Jesus' life at stake, but 
also God's words that he 
spoke were at stake.  
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If Jesus would not have been raised from the 
grave, God would have failed, and it would 
have been a complete defeat. And we all 
know God never fails. 

 
Friday, Good Friday was a dark day at the 

cross. Saturday was a dark day as well. But 
when things seemed the darkest, God broke 
through. When things seemed the bleakest, 
God broke through. When things seemed 
hopeless, God broke through. When the grave 
thought it was victorious; God broke through. 

 
The message of the resurrection is that 

the darkness of Good Friday has given way to 
the brightness of an Easter Sunday morning. 
To live in the light of the resurrection--that is 
what Easter means. Easter is the New Year's 
Day of the soul. As we tend to do with all New 
Year's we make resolutions. What resolution 
will you make about your life today? The 
Easter message tells us that our enemies, sin, 
the curse, and death, are defeated. In Christ, 
the darkness of your situation can be illumi-
nated. In Christ, the darkness of your sin can 
be washed away. In Christ, the darkness of a 
life badly lived can be illuminated by a new life 
in Christ. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Jesus came to earth, 

To show us how to live,  
How to put others first,  

How to love and how to give.  
Then He set about His work, 

That God sent Him to do;  
He took our punishment on Himself;  

He made us clean and new. 
He could have saved Himself, 

Calling angels from above, 
But He chose to pay our price for sin; 

He paid it out of love.  
Our Lord died on Good Friday,  

But the cross did not destroy 
His resurrection on Easter morn 

That fills our hearts with joy.  
Now we know our earthly death,  

Like His, is just a rest. 
We'll be forever with Him  

In heaven, where life is best. 
So we live our lives for Jesus, 

Think of Him in all we do.  
Thank you Savior; Thank you Lord.  

Help us love like you!  
By Joanna Fuchs 
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YOUTH RECOGNITION  
SUNDAY  

April 11, 2010 
11:00 a.m. Worship Service 

Congratulations 

on a job well 

done! 

 
Youth with a 3.0 or higher GPA will be  
honored for their hard work on Youth  

Recognition Sunday. 
 

Come on out and support our youth. 
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R T Y W Y Z F C G S G K Y V B R F D O C T A O F E 

L E M J L U I E B N A O N Z X E W U A T X F E D J 

E L S Z E D N P I V C G D W G T H U S G U B W H L 

X B R U S B I K C H L T B Z K S N D X G E V C C S 

E I C Y R X S A N M T F O U G A K S C B D O A N O 

F K E B L R H V Y Z Y R T W C E F G L G F E R O N 

T D Z B B L E P Z G I Y H M I C H I S J T O I U X 

X C L G D P D C M U R T V L A D U U U Z D Z R E K 

A B Q K E N T W T Q S M Q O Q C V D C W X I E G I 

L O V E Q U C W G I W I B R X M X O K C X V G X V 

N H X Y Z A K C V B O G M D Z F S O M H T D H X A 

C B Q S L M V U B K V N R A D F K G K P W J B L J 

G N X V N E V D Z S M O K O E C F P W S G W C A S 

P V A G X Q D Q D Y M K E Q O I G B L P D X T E Z 

N R L X W A X Z I A E N O T S Q R D C T L X N P Z 

Y H T O D N L J N J E O T B T O H N E I B W N N Z 

Z S O P W D F J H Y R R L O I U R Q Q Z E J D P B 

Q Q M J H M Q Z X R K Z H V W E X V H U S R V L I 

J I B R O U R W Q A Z J A W K B S U D M I I M S V 

H W D C A K N K C G U S D O D P R I I C F S O S A 

Q A H X G J Y Y H D H F X C B E M Q R D E E Z V K 

M P N C I V D R O J B K Z P Z Y W X P N E N O Q Y 

X A C E D D C C R Q I L O I M P U Y A H U A C C N 

D S R Z B G K Z X C X W O P J V U Q H F H S T O P 

D D F Y X E V I G R O F P C A C C R O S S P J H G 

CALVARY  CROSS DEATH 

EASTER FINISHED FORGIVE 

GOOD KING LOVE 

MARY  RESURRECTION RISEN 

ROMAN SAVIOR STONE 

SUNRISE THIEF TOMB 
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GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 
The 7 Last Words 

Friday, April 2, 2010 
7:00 p.m. 

 
EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE 

Sunday, April 4, 2010 
6:00 a.m. 

ADMINISTRATIVE  
PROFESSIONALS  

DAY  
Wednesday, April 21, 2010 

DANCE FEST  
Sunday, April 25, 2010 

4:00 p.m. 

 

YOUTH RECOGNITION  
SUNDAY  

April 11, 2010 
11:00 a.m. Worship Service 

 

Every Member A Minister  
Class 

Saturday, April 17ñSunday, April 18, 2010 EMAM  


