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OPHILI'P FOUND NATH
WHO WI LL YOU BRI N

APhilip found Nathanael and s
of whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets, wrote--Jesus
of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” (John 1:45)

Philip desired to share the good news with his friends. One with
whom Philip shared was Nathanael. As we look at this passage, let us
grasp the vision of sharing what we have found in Jesus, and what we have found in our church,
by inviting others to come and taste of the goodness of God.

Jesus Is Seeking Those Who Will Come To Him.  The following day Jesus wanted to go to

Galilee, and He found Philip and said to him,

of Andrew and Peter. (vs. 43, 44). The day following speaks of the day after Andrew had found
his brother Peter and brought him to Jesus. Jesus decided to go, into Galilee, accompanied it
seems, by His newly won disciples. Along the way, He found Philip and invited him to become His
disciple.

We have many opportunities in casual conversation to let the light and love of Jesus Christ
shine. Each of you probably sit around your office, home, or some other place and talk with your
friends about problems they are having and possible solutions. Do you ever bring up God as a
solution, or is it always a matter of what you think or what some one else thinks. In the situation of
everyday conversation, God may be preparing the fertile ground of the heart of someone you
know that they can respond to and follow him. Never overlook the opportunity to speak a positive
word, a spiritual word, into someonebs | ife.

Philip Found Nathanael. Philip had no sooner accepted the Lord than he is eager to commu-
nicate the Divine secret to others. Philip looked for and found Nathanael. In his announcement to
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his friend, Philip 8ai
We have found him illustrates that they were

all looking for the Messiah. They were expect-
ing his coming. We have found him, Philip

said, the Messiah had come. He was Jesus

of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.Phi | i p o
fication of Jesus was like that which would
appear on an ID card. He gave his name, his
hometown, and the name of his father.

Legally, Joseph was Jesus' father.

We ought to make a habit of inviting our
friends, the people with whom we regularly
come in contact, to share in what we have
found in Christ Jesus. The most likely pros-
pects are those who will trust our judgment
and respect our convictions, those in our circle
of influence. We need to share what we have
found and how, having found Jesus, our lives
have been changed. Each of us ought to have
a testimony of what a difference knowing the
Lord and being involved in the body of Christ
has made in our lives. Spending time with Je-
sus in the church, in Bible study, in personal
study and devotions, will result in a change in
your life. You cannot come into the presence
of Jesus and remain the same. You cannot
come face to face with truth and continue to
live comfortably a life of sin.

Nathanael's Doubt. And Nathanael said
to him, "Can anything good come out of Naz-
areth?o06 Philip said t
s e €vé. 46). Some suggest that Nathanael's
scoffing remark was typical of the jealousy
between small towns. It may be, however, that
he was questioning whether the Messiah
could come out of Nazareth. Surely, the Mes-
siah would come from Jerusalem or some
other prominent place. Had any of the proph-
ets made any such prediction regarding that
town? No, Nazareth is never mentioned in the
Old Testament. Nathanael may have known of
its commonness and have been startled by
the possibility of a
town of no significance, being the Messiah of
whom their sacred writers spoke. Rather than
argue the worth of Nazareth, Philip wisely
suggested instead that Nathanael give it the
test of personal investigation and evaluation:
Come and see. Come and see. This was his
strongest argument.

d , Someway skeain/Pailipks wands jdstificatian
for a "let's-give-it-a-try" approach to Christian
living, but such an approach reflects a wrong
mental attitude. To say,

"We'll give it a try," is to ‘ ‘

5 adinigl "@& might not
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invites defeat. Surely,

this was not Philip's

intent. When Philip in-

vited Nathanael to

"come and see" Jesus,

there was not a shred of doubt in his mind what
Nathanael would find in Him. Philip was sure
that Jesus was the one of whom Moses and the
prophets had written. He was equally certain
that Nathanael would recognize that Jesus was
the Christ, once he was in His presence and
heard Him speak. We must invite people on that
same basis, with that same confidence, believ-
ing that once they come into the presence of
God, experience him in worship, and hear a
word that they will recognize that Jesus is the
Son of God and give him their life. Can any
good thing come out of True Light? Rather than
argue the worth of church, we would be wise to
do as Philip wisely suggested. Encourage them
to put it to the test of personal investigation and
e v al uaCoinmoen :a niidCorseeerd.see.
This is our strongest argument.

Nathanael's Amazement . Jesus said of
th,hpnﬁpl "Beheld, andsraglite indeed, in
hom i s ndesuddapesaadt $ay that his
man is sinless, but deceitlessd which is to say
he was honest, open, sincere, free, and full in
his confession. Jesus supernatural knowledge
moved Nathanael to confess him as the Son of
God and the King of Israel. Nathanael said to
Hi m, "How do You know me?0 J
and said to him, "Before Philip called you, when
you were under theAmhzedy tr ee,
that Jesus knew so much about him, Nathanael
at once acknowledged Him to be the Son of

:g'ofd-penterﬁc son, from a
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Nathanael answered and said to Him,
"Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the
Ki ng o f Undosibtedlye Nathanael had

heard John the Baptist give his testimony

about Jesus. He knew the words of Moses Sunday, March 21, 2010
and the prophets. Now, amazed, he saw in
Jesus enough to convince him that He was 0A man who has friends must hi.i
God's Son, hence, the King of Israel. But there is a friend who sticks closer
t han a bProverlds 88.24
Whatever your circumstance, whatever Love your friends and neighbors

your situation, God sees you. Wherever you
are spiritually, understand that God sees and ;
knows you. He sees and understands your them to at‘tend churclh W'th you.
pain. He sees and understands your prob- Sharg the gift of salvation with your
lems. He sees and understands your need. friends so you can celebrate
Not only does he see you; he sees the lives of eternal life together.

those in your circle of influence, those family N\ /[
members, and friends. As with Nathanael, the ~

hope is that both you and the friends you in- — ‘/ \'
vite will allow him to come into your lives. The

hope is that you all will be called to the reali-
zation that He is the Son of God! That he is
the Messiah the King of Israel promised in
Scripture. Wonét you invit
see, wonoét you invite]|ot
perience what change God can and will make
in your life?

enough to invite them and encourage

/
-~

t hers t come and
t o come \a\nd ex -

-~ D

WE NEED EACH OTHER

We need each other...
In times of private pain,
Who Wi ' ' of fear and stress;
We need each other...
to share our joys,
our times of happiness;
You Bring? We need each other...
to hold on and be strong, and
encourage when things are going
wrong;
We need each other...
to keep the faith and love,
and remind each other of all
the things we're dreaming of;
We need each other... now and
always.
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YOUTH

GUEST :
RECEPTION

The youth of True Light are celebrating
Friend Day by having a reception in
Youth Church for their guests.
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We had over 75 youth last year in attendance and we are
preparing for 100 this year. We will celebrate with delicious
food, icebreakers, gifts, and most of all, a word from God.

If you are in Middle School and High School, we have a seat
for you. Dondét miss out!! | nvit
share on Sunday, March 21 at 11:00 a.m.

% True Light Baptist Church
Youth Ministry

Youth Church
Sunday 11:00 a.m.



COME AND GROW WITH US

TRUE LIGHT BAPTIST CHURCH

0O GROUNDBREAKI N
Sunday, March 14, 2010
10:00 a.m.
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