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OREDI SCOVERI NG THBE
AThen Hil kiah the high priest
found the Book of the Law in the house of the Lord." And Hilkiah

gave the book to Shaphan, and hereadi t . o
(2 Kings 22:8, NKJV)

aphan

In 2 Kings 22 and 23, we read of King Josiah. At the tender
age of 16, he is brought face to face with the spiritual reality that
the nation had failed to follow the Law of God. In fact, the people
had become so displaced from the Law of God that seemingly
no one was concerned about it. In fact, where was it? The Book of the Law was found in
the house of the Lord. How did it become lost? The temple had been allowed to go into a
state of disrepair. It had become a place for storage of the idols of heathen gods.
Actually, the entire city had fallen into idol worship and heresy was rampant.

When Hilkiah, the high priest, found the Book of the Law in the house of the Lord, he
gave it to Shaphan, the scribe, and he read it. Shaphan then read it before King Josiah.
And, when the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, he tore his clothes. He rec-
ognized the seriousness of the situation. He was convicted when the Book was read of
his personal and the nationb6s collective error
the eminent danger they were in. He sought counsel from the prophetess Huldah, who
affirmed the eminent danger they were in from the wrath of God.

With the prophecy from the Lord firmly in mind, as spoken through Huldah, he
i mmedi ately began the matter of repairing the
God. He called for and instituted removal of priests, removal of all idols from the temple,
destruction of shrines dedicated to idols, desecrated graves, and reinstituted the
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Passover Celebration. He was more
zealous to follow the Law of God than
any other king. He called for the people,
and they committed themselves, to do so
as well.

In times like these, we are called to
consider, has the Bible, the book of law
been lost? We are not talking about it
physically being lost as it was in the tem-
ple in Jerusalem, but has it fallen into dis-
use? We all have at least one bible in our
homes. Some of us have multiple bibles,
versions, leather-bound, paperback, big
print, study, and other distinctions. How-
ever, just as the bible was lost in the tem-
ple: unnoticed, unread, unused, many of
our bibles are the same in our homes.
They are a part of our spiritual décor of
our homes, but not the spiritual foundation
of our lives.

The Bible is what many have called the
owners manual for those of us who are
Christians. It covers the operation of our
lives from birth to death, tells us what to
do when we have erratic situations, gives
us troubleshooting tips for problems, an-
swers FAQG6s Afrequen
and generally informs us as to how to
make the most productive use of this
body.

However, we live in an age where
many of our daily life operations are intui-
tive, meaning that we make it up as we
go, figure it out as we go, or formulate so-
lutions to situations as we go through life.

Just as we have become fa-
2 miliar with computer software
‘ and know that if we mess with
‘- it long enough we can get the
hang of it, or we ask someone
who has the same program
specific questions as to its
operation, many of us intui-
tively go through life. Rarely
do we take the time to read
the instructions for ourselves.

The same is true of the Bible. Many of
us are passing through this life anticipating,
responding, and living our lives on an intui-
tive basis. We respond to life situations the
way we think they ought to be, justify what
we do as we travel a
we obtain input from other people. The real-
ity is that the Bible is meant for each of us
to read personally. It is self-described as a
living Word. Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) declares,
for the word of God is living and powerful,
and sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing even to the division of soul and
spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a dis-
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the
heart. o

When it comes to the Bible, we do not
take the time to read the manual that tells
us of the proper man-
ner to live. The Bible
would speak to our in-
tuitive mentality this
way, Proverbs 14:12
(NKJV) declares,
AThere is
seems right to a man,
but its end is_the way _
o% U €gSelaldifoRatiy?
Proverbs 21:2 (NKJV)
declares,i Every way of a
own eyes, but the Lord weighs the hearts.
We cannot trust ourselves, or be led by our
own instincts. They will always betray us.
They will lead us astray. Isaiah 53:6 (NKJV)
informsusthati Al | we | i ke
astray; we have turned, every one, to his
own way. o]

a

The problem with trying to figure life out
on our own is that valuable information can
remain hidden from us, which can help us to
operate more efficiently, experience less
frustration in life, and show us exactly what
life is all about. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NKJV)
declares, i Al | Scripture i
tion of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in
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2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NKJV) declares, i A | |
Scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteous-
ness, that the man of God may be com-
plete, thoroughly equipped for every good
wor k. o

In 2009, we individually and collec-
tively shared in an informative time of
reading through and understanding the
Old Testament. Throughout the coming
year, 2010, we will continue to rediscover
the book. We will read through and under-
stand the New Testament and rediscover
its claims, its promises, and its procedures
for leading a productive life. We will con-
tinue to set aside a weekly time of empha-
sis in our Sunday Services for addressing
upcoming Bible passages to be read, and
Wednesday Bible studies will be geared to
focus on understanding passages read
and entrenching ourselves in understand-
ing.

Just as the Word of God caused a
revelation in the life of Josiah that resulted
in his commanding the cleansing of the
temple and the City of Jerusalem, we also
need to be convicted of the need to clean
some stuff out of our lives if we are going
to walk in obedience
can only do better when we know better.
Knowing better requires that we know the
truth, the Word of God for ourselves.

Let us not live this life intuitively, that is
operating according to what we think, re-
sponding to the cues that life gives us, or
following the direction of those who are
supposedly in the know. Let us read the
directions for ourselves! Please join us as
we Rediscover the Book! Go and find
your Bible, dust if off, and let us read.

L e tR@discover the Book!

Happy New Year

Happy New Year

If it didn't bring you joy
just leave it behind
Let's ring in the new year
with good things in mind

Let go every bad memory
that brought heartache and
pain
And let's turn a new leaf
with the smell of new rain

Let's forget past mistakes
making amends for this year
Sending you these greetings
to bring you hope and cheer

Godbébs Word. We

Happy New Year!
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We look forward to strengthening
our worship through serving
others in

¢ é 2010. {;{ x
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For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and
you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you invited me
in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, | was sick and you looked
after me, | was in prison and you came to visit me." "Then the
4 righteous will answer him, "Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed »
¥ you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you ¥
a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When
did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?' "The King will
reply, "I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers of mine, you did for me.’
Matthew 25: 35-40




CHURCH BOND PROGRAM

Bond Information Meetings:

Sunday, January 17, at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Sunday, January 17, at 4:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Monday, January 18, at 5:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary

IRA Seminars: g

Sunday, January 17, at 5:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Monday, January 18, at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Bond Reservation Meetings:

Sunday, January 31, following the 8:00 a.m. service in the Sanctuary
Sunday, January 31, Following the 11:00 a.m. Service in the Sanctuary

The meetings will last about 60 minutes

« Understanding our church's bond program
« Use of church bonds to meet multiple investment objectives
« How to structure your investment for maximum effectiveness

« Using bonds to provide for your children or grandchildren's
education

. Different ways to buy and hold ownership in bonds
. Tax-advantaged investing

. Estate planning

« Investing through various tax-sheltered retirement plans Ay
« IRA overview

« Much, much more

Don't miss this important
learning experience.
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2010 Marriage Retreat
._' & Loews Hotel Denver

Friday oSunday
M\J‘ February 12-14, 2010

Marriage: Built to Last
Living Intentionally and Loving Biblically

Workshop Leaders:
Pastor William and Mrs. Melvia Golson

Six Critical Topics:
« Adjusting to Expectations
. Learning to Communicate Clearly
. Breaking Down Walls
. Resolving Conflict
. Restoring Sex and Intimacy
. Striving for a Christ -Centered Marriage

Cost: $240 per couple and includes two nights lodging, an
elegant dinner dance and all workshop materials.

Sign-up deadline: January 16, 2010
Final payment due: January 31, 2010







